266      A DECADE OF WORK AT HOME

TO ANN E. WENDELL.

LYNN, lltla mo., 1840.

I was in Boston this week, and looked in twice
upon the queer gathering of heterogeneous spirits
at the Chardon Street chapel assembled under a
call issued "by Maria W. Chapman, Abby Kelley,
and others, to discuss the subjects of the Sabbath,
ministry, and church organizations, and some
twenty other collateral subjects. When I was
present the chapel was crowded, a motley-opin-
ioned company, from the Calvinist of the straitest
sect to the infidel and scoffer. Half of the fore-
noon of the first day was spent in debating
whether the convention should be organized by
the choice of president and secretary, or whether
these old-fashioned restraints should be set aside
as unworthy of advocates of " the largest liberty,"
leaving eacit member to do and say what seemed
right in his own eyes! It was finally decided to
have a president. Then came on a discussion
about the Sabbath, in which Garrison and two
transcendental Unitarians, and a woman by the
name of Folsom, argued that every day should be
held sacred; that it was not a rest from labor but
from sin that was wanted; that keeping First day
as holy was not required, etc. On the other hand,
Amos A. Phelps, Dr. Osgood, and some others
contended for the Calvinistic and generally re-
ceived views of the subject. Dr. Channing, John
Pierponfc, and many other distinguished men were
present, but took no part in the discussions. No
Friends were members of the convention, although
there were several lookers-on. Judging from the